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WFIE’s corporate owner 1s seeking .

part interest in rival WTVW station

By CAROL WERSICH
Courier & Press staft writer
4584-7452 or cwersich@evansville net

Laberty Corp., owner of one
television station in Evansville,
seems confident it can be part
owrner of another local station,
despite federal rules that limut
such arrangements,

Liherty, the current owner of
14WFIE-NBC, also 15 an investor
m GNS, a company that’s at-
tempting to buy WTVW-FOX7.

Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief
executve officer, said he be-
lLieves the chances are good the
sale will be approved by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission.

He and former Liberty ex-
ecutive Neil Smath, founder of
GNS, have acknowledged the
Greenville, S.C.-based Liberty is
an mitial investor in GNS, but
they have declined to reveal the
amount of Liberty’s investment.

INSIDE

Neil Smith, whose new Evans-
ville-pased company 1s trying to
buy WTVW-FOX7, hasn’t always
been in the broadcast industry.
See report on Page B7

FCC indicated Laberty will hold

about 30 percent of GNS stock,

and not more than 33 percent:
Part of a new FCC rule, 13-

sued in early June, allows a
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Continued from Page A1
company to own two TV statons
1n the same market — if the mar-
ket has a maimimum of five com-
merctal and noncommercial sta-
tions, according to Margo Daven-
port, a senior legal adviser with
the FCC

The Evansville market ap-
pears to fit those guidehnes The
area currently includes six local
broadcast stations — WEVV-
CBS44, WEHT-ABC25, WAZE-
WB19, WNIN-PBS9, WTVW-
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC

But the sale appears to miss
the mark where another aspect of
the new FCC rule 1s concerned
Davenport said the rule clearly
states that only one of the two
stations owned by the same com-
pany can be among the market’s
top four 1n the latest ACNielsen

ratings, Davenport said

Both WTVW and WFIE cur-
rently are among the top four in
the just-published May 2003 rat-
ings, which reflect household-
rating shares and total homes,
according to Ken Schresber of
Katch & Schreiber Ine.

In the latest ratings, WFIE
ranks No 1, WEHT ranks No 2,
WTVW ranks No 3, WEVV
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5,
and WNIN ranks No. 6

Hipp called FCC's rules com-
plex But, he said, he beheves the
federal agency will approve the
sale when 1t considers the struc-
ture of Laberty’s financial com-
mitment to GNS and Smith’s
ability to manage and operate a
station

Hipp said he believes Smith's
record of accomphshments o fi-

nancial matters, in management
and 1n berng able to plan for both
the short term and the long term
15 also a positrve for him 1n the
FCC's thorough review of the
proposed sale

“We should know 1n the next
couple of months,” Hipp said.

Quorum Broadeasting Co,
based 1n Frankhn, Tenn., 1s the
current owner of WT'VW

Although the FCC rules have
been relaxed, it’s still unclear ex-
actly how Liberty's relationship
with GNS will impact the opera-
tion of WFIE and WIVW

There’s been speculation 1n
the local television 1ndustry that
the local stations might consch-
date their news and advertising
efforts after the sale for econom-
1€ reasons

Such a eonsohdation, called a

local marketing agreement,
wouldn't require as many news
reporters and sellers of air tune
to advertisers

Hipp said, “That would be
Neil's decision,” but Smith saxd
nothing has been decided 1n that
regard

Smuth said the FCC rules al-
low Liberty to contract with
GNS/WTVW for “up to 15 per-
cent of the programmung ”

He said if any changes are
made they likely would be on the
admimistrative side rather than
1n the news and sales operations,
however

“I'm a firm bebeverin having
separate sales staffs,” said
Smith “It's hard for one station
to try to sell (advertising for) an-
other station. Everyone always
thinks their product 1s the best

and the other one1sthrownin for
free

“The last thaing I'd want to do
15 reduce the sales value of
WTVW In the long-term, I wall
want what will be best for the
market of WTVW I'm looking
for any opportunity to improve
the situation for GNS "

Smuth described WFIE as “a
super operation with a good has-
tory,” and he said he doesn’t
want to interfere with its opera-
tions

“They have just signed an
agreement on an option,” he said

“With the way ['m setting up
my company I'm teying to find
any kind of a niche which I can
de anything with Something
might work out between the com-
panies down the road ”

His most urgent task, he said

recently, 1s to fiush formalating
his plans so he can present them
to the WTVW staff

Smith said he helieves
WTVW 15 dang a super job
“Otherwrse I wouldn’t be inter-
ested 1n the facility,” he said

“The station’s news team 1=
1ts meat and potatoes,”

Sruth said there would be no
reason for him to buy WIVW
and destroy what its done with ite
news product

The proposed sales contract
would require all WTVW em-
ployees to be basically termt-
nated by Quorum on the day of
the sale They will be able to
reapply for their jobs with GNS.
he said

“T'm going to try to keep as
maézy people as possible,” Smith
sar



Mr. Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

lll[l[lllil!‘lllll!ll!!”li‘l|ti

i) o



S

Y

™ ‘_%Gunq

*,fﬂ‘?;“!e -

WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking
part interest in rival WIT'VW station

By CAROL WERSICH
Courier & Press staff writer
464-7452 or cwersich@evansville nat

Liberty Corp., owner of one
television station in Evansville,
seerns confident it can be part
owner of another local station,
despite federal rules that limat

such arrangements.

Liberty, the current owner of
14WFIE-NBC, also is an investor
in GNS, a company that's at-
temptmg to buy WITVW-

FOXT.
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Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief
executwve officer, said he be-
lieves the chances are good the
sale will be approved by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission.

He and former Liberty ex-
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of
GNS, have acknowledged the
Greenville, S.C.-based Liberty is
an inttial investor in GNS, but
they have dechned to reveal the

amount of Liberty’s investment.
Documents filed with the

INSIDE

Neil Smith, whose new Evans-
ville-based company Is trying to
buy WTVW-FQOX7, hasn't always
been in the broadcast industry.
See report on Page B7.

FCC indicated Liberty wall hold
about 30 percent of GNS stock,
and not more than 33 percent.
Part of a new FCC rule, is-
sued in early June, allows a

See LIBERTY on Page A10
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Continued from Page A1
company to own two TV stations
1n the same market —1f the mar-
ket has a minimum of five com-
mercial and nencommereial sta-
tiong, accerding to Margo Daven-
pert, a sentor legal adviser with
the FCC

The Evansville market ap-
pears to fit those guidelines The
area currently inctudes s1x Jocal
broadecast stations — WEVV-
CBS44, WEHT-ABC25, WAZE-
WB19, WNIN-PBS9, WTVW-
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC

But the sale appears to miss
the mark where another aspect of
the new FCC rule 1s concerned
Davenport said the rule clearly
states that only one of the two
statiens owned by the same com-
pany can be among the market's
top four 1n the latest ACNielsen

ratings, Davenport said.

Both WTVW and WFIE cur-
rently are among the top four in
the just-published May 2003 rat-
ings, which reflect househeld-
rating shares and total homes,
according to Ken Schreiber of
Kitch & Schreiber Inc

In the latest ratings, WFIE
ranks No 1, WEHT ranks No 2,
WTVW ranks No 3, WEVV
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5,
and WNIN ranks No 6

Hipp called FCC's rules com-
plex But, he saud, he believes the
federal agency will approve the
sale when it considers the strue-
ture of Liberty’s financial com-
rmitment to GNS and Smuth's
ability to manage and operate a
Sstation,

Hipp said he behieves Smith's
record of accomphshments in fi-

nancial matters, 1n management
and 1n being able to plan for both
the short term and the long term
18 also a posttrve for him 1n the
FCC’s thorough review of the
proposed sale

“We should know in the next
couple of months,” Hipp said

Quorum Broadcasting Co.,
based 1n Frankln, Tenn, 18 the
current owner of WIT'VW

Although the FCC rules have
been relaxed, 1t’s st1ll unclear ex-
actly how Liberty's relatinship
with GNS will impact the opera-
tion of WFIE and WTVW

There's been speculation 1n
the local television industry that
the local stations might consoli-
date their news and advertising
efforts after the sale for econom-
1€ Feasons

Such a consolidation, called a

local marketing egreecment,
wouldn’t require as many news
reporters and setlers of air tume
to advertisers.

Hipp said, “That would be
Neil's decision,” but Smuth said
nothing has been decided 1n that
regard

Smith said the FCC rules al-
low Liberty to contraet with
GNS/WTVW for “up to 15 per-
cent of the programmung ™

He said 1f any changes are
made they likely would be on the
administrative side rather than
in the news and sales operations,
however

“I'm a firm bebiever 1n having
separate sales staffs,” saud
Smrth “It's hard for one station
to t1y to sell (advertising for) an-
other station. Everyone always
thinks their preduct 15 the best

ard the other one1s thrown in for
[ree

“The last thing ['d want to do
15 reduce the sales value of
WIVW In the long-term, [ wall
went what wtil be best for the
mirket, of WT'VW I'm looking
for any opportunity to .mprove
the stuation for GNS

Smith described WFIE as “a
swier operation with a good his-
tory,” and he said he doesn't
wint to interfere with its opera-
tins

“They have just signed an
agreement on an option,” he saxd

“With the way I'm setting up
my company I'm tryimg to find
any kind of a niche which I can
do anything with Something
meht work out between the com-
pames down the road ”

His mast urgent task, he saud

recently, 15 to finish formulating
his plans so he can present them
to the WTVW stafl

Smith said he believes
WTVW 1s doing a super job
“Otherwise [ wouldn’t be inter-
ested 1n the facility,” he saud

“The station's news team 1s
1ts meat and potatoes”

Smth sard there would be no
reason for him te buy WTVW
and destroy what 1ts done wathits
news product

The proposed sales contract
would require all WTVW em-
ployees to be basiwcally termi-
nated by Quorum on the day of
the sale, They will be able to
reapply for their yobs with GNS,
he saud

“I'm going to try to keep as
many peaople as possible,” Smith
saud.



Mr Michael Copps

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
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WFIE’s corporate owner is seeking -
N part interest in rival WTVW station

SUNSHINE PERIOD

By CAROL WERSICH
Couner & Press staff writer
464-7452 or cwersich@evansville net

Laberty Corp., owner of one
television station 1n Evansville,
seems confident it can be part
owner of another local station,
despite federal rules that limt
such arrangements

Liberty, the current owner of
14WFIE-NBC, also 1s an 1investor
in GNS, a company that's at-
tempting to buy WTVW-FOX7.
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Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chuef
executive officer, said he be-
lieves the chances are good the
sale will be approved by the
Federal Communications Com-
mission.

He and former Liberty ex-
pcutive Neil Smith, founder of
GNS, have acknowledged the
Greenville, S.C -based Liberty is
an imtial investor in GNS, but
they have declined to reveal the
amourit of Liberty’s investment.

Documents filed with the
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INSIDE

Neill Smith, whose new Evans-
ville-based company 15 trying to
buy WTVW-FOX7, hasn't always
been in the broadcast industry.
See report on Page B7.

FCC indicated Liberty will hold
about 30 percent of GNS stock,
and not more than 33 percent
Part of a new FCC rule, is-
sued in early June, allows a

See LIBERTY cn Page A10

PSS o et by ok, 4 sul

et

+

JUN ¢ ¢
Dictrdbution Ce: -

#



A10

EVANSVILLE COURIER & PRESS W TUESDAY, JUNE 17, 2003

LIBERTY

Continued from Page A1
company to owr two TV stations
m the same market — 1f the mar-
ket has 2 minimum of five com-
mercial and noncommercial sta-
tions, according to Margo Daven-
port, a senior legal adviser with
the FCC

The Evansville market ap-
pears to fit those guidelines The
area currently 1ncludes s1x local
broadcast stations — WEVV-
CRS44, WEHT-ABC25, WAZE-
WH19, WNIN-PBS9, WTVW.
FOX7 and T4WFIE-NBC

But the sale appears to miss
the mark where another aspect of
the new FCC rule 1s concerned
Davenport said the rule clearly
states that only one of the two
stations owned by the same com-
pany can be among the market’s
top four 1n the latest ACNielsen

ratings, Davenport said

Both WTVW and WFIE cur-
rently are among the top four 1n
the just-published May 2003 rat-
1ngs, which reflect household-
rating shares and total homes,
according to Ken Schreiber of
Kitch & Schreiber Inc

In the latest ratings, WFIE
ranks No 1, WEHT ranks No 2,
WITVW ranks No. 3, WEVV
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5,
and WNIN ranks No. 6

Hpp called FCC's rules com-
plex But, he said, he beheves the
federal agency will approve the
sale when it considers the struc-
ture of Liberty’s financial com-
mitment to GNS and Smith’s
ability to manage and operate a
station

Hipp sad he helieves Smith's
record of accomplishments m fi-

nancial matters, 11 management
and 1n being able to plan for both
the short term and the long term
15 also a positive for him 1n the
FCC’s thorough review of the
proposed sale

“We should know 1n the next
¢ouple of months,” Hipp said

Quorum Broadcasting Co,
based 1n Frankhn, Tenn | 1s the
current owner of WITVW

Although the FCC rules have
been relaxed, 1t”s still unclear ex-
actly how Liberty's relationship
with GNS wtll impact the opera-
tion of WFIE and WTVW

There’s been speculation 1n
the local television industry that
the local stations might conscl-
date their news and advertising
efforts after the sale for econom-
1c reasons

Such a consohdation, called a

local marketing agreement,
wouldn’t require as many news
reporters and sellers of air time
to advertisers.

Hipp said, “That would be
Neil's dectsion,” but Smuith said
nothing has been decided 1n that
regard

Smith saxd the PCC rules al-
low Liberty to contract with
GNS/WTVW for “up to 15 per-
cent of the programming ”

He said if any changes are
made they likely would be on the
administrative side rather than
in the news and sales operations,
however

“I'm a firm behever 1n having
separate sales staffs,” sawd
Srmuth “It’s hard for one station
to try to sell {(advertising for) an-
other station Everyone always
thinks their product 1s the best

and the other one1sthrownin for
fee

“The last thing I'd want to do
15 reduce the sales value of
WTVW In the long-term, I wall
wvant what will be best for the
market of WITVW. I'm looking
for any opportunity to 1mprove
the situation for GNS”

Smith described WFIE as “g
super operation with a good has-
tory,” and he said he doesn’t
want to nterfere with s opera-
tions

“They have just signed an
agreement on an optien,” he said

“Wath the way I'm setting up
my company I'm trying to find
any kind of & niche which T can
do anything with Something
might werk out between the com-
pames down the road ”

His most urgent task, he said

recently, 1s to fimish formmlating
lis plans so he can present them
to the WT'VW staff

Smith said he believes
WTVW 15 dang a super job
“Otherwise I wouldn’t be 1nter-
ested 1n the facihity,” he said

“The station's news team 1s
ts meat and potatoes ”

Smith said there would be no
reason for him to buy WTVW
and destroy what its done with 1te
news product

The proposed sales contract
would reguire all WTVW em-
ployees to be basically term-
nated by Quarum on the day of
the sale They will be able to
reapply for their jobs with GNS,
he said

“I'm going to try to keep as
macrlly people as possible,” Smith
54l



Mr. Jonathan Adelstein

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
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WFIE'’s corporate owner is seeking
part interest in rival WTVW station

By CAROL WERSICH
Caourier & Press staff wnter
484.7452 or cwersich@evansyille net

Liberty Corp., owner of one
television station tn Evansville,
seems confident it can be part
owner of another local station,
despite federal Tules that limit
such arrangements.

Liberty, the current owner of
14WFIE-NBC, also 13 an 1nvestor
1n GNS, a company that's at-

tempting to buy WTVW-FOXT.
HEb e g ey

NN

[l

HUAWIOT)

(1!|,‘

[

Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chief
executive officer, said he be-
lieves the chances are good the
sale w1ll be approved by the
Federal Commumcations Com-
maission.

He and former Liberty ex-
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of
GNS, have acknowledged the
Greenville, 5.C.-based Liberty is
an 1nitial investor in GNS, but
they have declined to reveal the
amount of Liberty’s investment.

Documents filed with the

ONLINE: www.courierpress.com

INSIDE

Nell Smith, whose new Evans-
ville-based company 13 trying to
buy WTVW-FCOX7, hasn't always
been in the broadcast industry.
See report on Page B7.

FCC indicated Liberty will hold
about 30 percent of GNS stock,
and not more than 33 percent.
Part of a new FCC rule, is-
sued in early June, allows a

See LIBERTY on Page A10
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Continued from Page A1
compary to own two TV stations
1n the same market — if the mar-
ket has 8 minimum of five com-
mercial and noncornmercaial sta-
twons, according to Margo Daven-
port, a semeor legal adviser with
the FCC

The Evansville market ap-
pears to fit those guidelines. The
area currently includes six local
broadcast stations — WEVV-
CEBS44, WEHT-ABC25, WAZE-
WB19, WNIN-PBS9, WTVW-
FOX7 and 14WFIE-NBC

But the sale appears to miss
the mark where another aspect of
the new FCC rule 1s concerned.
Davenpert said the rule clearly
states that only one of the two
stations owned by the same com-
pany can be among the market’s
top four in the latest ACNielsen

ratings, Davenport sa:d

Both WTVW and WFIE cur-
rently are among the top four in
the just-published May 2003 rat-
ings, which reflect household-
rating shares and total homes,
according to Ken Schreiber of
Kitch & Schreiber Inc

In the latest ratings, WFIE
ranksNo 1, WEHT ranks No 2,
WTVW ranks No. 3, WEVV
ranks No. 4, WAZE ranks No 3,
and WNIN ranks No. 6

Hipp called FCC's rules com-
plex But, he said, he believes the
federal agency will approve the
sale when 1t considers the strue-
ture of Liberty's financial cam-
mitment to GNS and Smith's
abihity to manage and operate a
station.

Hipp said he believes Smuth's
record of accomplishments 1 fi-

nancial matters, 1n management
and 1n being able to plan for both
the short term and the long term
15 also & positive for him 1n the
FCC’s thorough review of the
proposed sale.

“We should knoew in the next
couple of months,” Hipp said

Quorum Broadcasting Co.,
based 1n Franklin, Tenn , 1s the
current owner of WIVW,

Although the FCC rules have
been retaxed, 1t’s still unclear ex-
actly how Liberty's relationship
with GNS will impact the opera-
tion of WFIE and WTVW

There's been speculation 1n
the local television tndustry that
the local stations might consoh-
date their news and advertising
efforts after the sale for econom-
1Cc reasons.

Such a consohdation, called a

local marketing agreement,
wouldn’t require as many news
reporters and sellers of air time
to advertisers.

Hipp said, “That would be
Ne1l’s decision,” but Smith said
nothing has been decided 1n that
regard

Smath said the FCC rules al-
low Liberty to contract with
GNS/WTVW for “up to 15 per-
cent of the programming.”

He said 1f any changes are
made they likely would be on the
administrative side rather than
in the news and sales operations,
however,

“I'm a firm behiever 1n having
separate sales staffs,” said
Smith “It’s hard for one station
to try to sell {advertising for) an-
other station Everycne always
thinks their product 18 the best

ant the other one1s thrown in for
free

“The last thing I'd want to do
i3 reduce the sales value of
WIVW In the long-term, I w1ll
want what will be best for the
market of WTVW I'm looking
{orany opportunity to improve
the situation for GNS "

Smith described WFIE as “a
super operation with a good his-
tory,” and he saxd he doesn't
want to interfere with its opera-
tions

“They have just sigred an
agreement on an option,” he saxd.

“With the way I'm settingup
oy company I'm trying to find
anv kind of a niche which I can
do anything with Something
might work out between the com-
pames down the road.”

His most urgent task, he said

recently, 15 to finish formulating
his plans 50 he can present them
to the WT'VW staff

Smith said he believes
WTVW 15 doing a super job.
“Otherwrse I wouldn't be inter-
ested 1n the facility,” he said

“The station’s news team 1s
1ts meat and potatoes ”

Smath saud there would be no
reason for him to buy WIVW
and destroy what 1ts done with its
news product

The proposed sales contract
would require all WITVW em-
ployees to be basically termi-
nated by Quorum on the day of
the sale They will be able to
reapply for their johs with GNS,
he saxd

“I'm going to try to keep as
many people as possible,” Smith
saud.



Ms. Kathleen Abernathy

Federal Communications Commission
455 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554
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E’s corporate owner is seeking

part interest in rival WT'VW station

By CAROL WERSICH
Courer 8 Press staff writer
464-7452 or cwersich@evansvilie net

Liberty Corp., owner of one
television station in Evansville,
seems confident 1t can be part
owner of ancther local station,
despite federal rules that himit
such arrangements

Laberty, the current owner of
HMWFIE-NBC, also 13 an wvestor
in GNS, a company that's at-
tempting to buy WTVW-FOX7.
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Hayne Hipp, Liberty’s chuef
executwe officer, said he be-
Lieves the chances are good the
sale will be approved by the
Federal Communications Com-
MISSION.

He and former Laberty ex-
ecutive Neil Smith, founder of
GNS, have acknowledged the
Greenville, S.C.-based Liberty 1s
an 1nitial investor 1n GNS, but
they have declined to reveal the
amount of Laberty's investmert.

Documents filed with the

U -.,k_mrrbwm*s-)* s 2, A

TN S

INSIDE

Neill Smith, whose new Evans-
ville-based company 15 tying to
buy WTVW-FOX7, hasn't always
been in the broadcast mdustry.
See report on Page B7

FCCindicated Liberty will hold
about 30 percent of GNS stock,
and not more than 33 percent
Part of a new FCC rule, 1s-
sued in early June, allows a

See LIBERTY on Page A10
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vontmued from Page A1
company to own two TV stations
11 the same market — 1f the mar-
ket has a mmimum of five com-
mereial and noncommercial sta-
tiens, according to Margo Daven-
port, a senwr legal adviser with
the FCC

The Evansville market ap-
pears to fit those guidelines The
area currently mcludes s1x local
hroadcast stations —— WEVV-
CBS44, WEHT-ABC25 WAZE-
WB19, WNIN-PBS9, WTVW-
FCX7 and 14WFIE-NBC

But the sale appears to miss
the mark where another aspect of
the new FCC rule 1s concerned
Davenport said the rule clearly
states that only one of the two
stations owned by the same eom-
pany can be among the market's
top four 1n the latest ACNielsen

ratings, Davenport said

Both WTVW and WFILE cur-
rently are among the top four in
the just-published May 2003 rat-
ings, which reflect household-
rating shares and total homes,
according to Ken Schreiber of
Kitch & Schreber Inc

In the latest ratings, WFIE
ranks No 1, WEHT ranks No 2,
WTVW ranks No. 3, WEVV
ranks No 4, WAZE ranks No 5,
and WNIN ranks No 6

Hipp catled FCC's rules com-
plex But, he said, he beheves the
federal agency will approve the
sale when 1t considers the struc-
ture of Liberty’s financ:al com-
mitment to GNS and Smith's
ability to manage and operate a
station

Hipp saxd he believes Smith's
record of accomphshments in [-

nancial matters, 1n management
and 1n being able to plan for both
the short term and the long term
15 also a positve for him in the
FCC’s thorough review of the
proposed sale

“We should know 1n the next
couple of months,” Fipp sad

Quorum Broadcasting Co ,
based 10 Franklin, Tenn , s the
current owner of WTVW

Although the FCC rules have
been relaxed, 1t's st1ll unclear ex-
actly how Liberty’s relationship
with GNS will umpact the opera-
tion of WFIE and WTVW

There’s heen speculation 1n
the local television industry that
the local stations might consoli-
date their news and advertising
efforts after the sale for econom-
1€ Teasons

Such a consolidation, called a

local marketing agreement,
wouldn’t require as many news
reporters and sellecs of air ame
to advertisers

Hipp said, “That would be
Ne:l’'s decision,” but Smith said
nothing has been decided 1n that
regard

Smith said the FCC rules al-
low Laberty to contract wath
GNSWTVW for “up to 15 per-
cent of the programming ”

He saud 1f any changes are
made they likely would be on the
administrative side rather than
1n the news and sales operations,
however

“I'm a firm belhever 1n having
separate sales staffs,” said
Smrith “It's hard for one staton
to try to sell (advertising for) an-
other station Everyone always
thinks their product 15 the best

and the gther one s thrownn for
free

“The last thing 'd want to do
15 reduce the sales value of
WTVW In the long-term, I will
want what will be best for the
market of WI'VW I'm looking
for any opportunity to improve
the situation for GNS”

Smuth described WFIE as “a
super operation with a good his-
tory” and he said he doesn't
want to interfere with 1ts opera-
tions

“They have just signed an
agreement on an option,” he saud

“With the way I'm setting up
my cempany I'm trying to find
any kind of a niche which [ can
do anything with Something
mght work out between the com-
panies down the road "

Hhis most urgent task, he sand

recently; 1s to fimsh formulating
his plans o he can present them
to the WTVW staff

Smith said he believes
WTVW 13 doing a super job
“Otherwise I wouldn't be inter-
ested 1n the facility,” he saxd

“The station's news team
1ts meat and potatoes ”

Smith said there would be no
reason for hum to buy WIVW
and destroy what 1ts done with its
news product

The proposed sales contract
would require all WTVW em-
ployees to be basically termi-
nated by Quorum on the day of
the sale They will be able to
reapply for their yobs with GNS.
he said

“I"'m going to try to keep as
many people as possible,” Smith
said
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